BIRDS OF THE HARVEY DISTRICT 
By ERIC H. SEDGWICK, Harvey 


SUMMARY 


Annotated notes are given on 118 species recorded between 1962 and 1972 in an 
area of 100 square miles centred on Harvey, with remarks on habitat preference and 
seasonal movements. 


SCOPE OF OBSERVATION 


The area under consideration is a strip extending from the Indian 
Ocean twelve miles west of Harvey, to the Stirling Dam, eight miles east 
of Harvey townsite. The strip is five miles in width, extending from two 
miles north of the townsite to three miles south of the townsite, an area 
of one hundred square miles (25,899 ha.). 

Localities of signifieant observations made outside of this area will 
be named specifieally. 

Travelling from the Ocean eastward, one encounters: 

(a) The oeean beaches, straight and sandy, running almost north and 
south. The development of a beach resort at Myalup has commenced. 

(b) The dunes—mobile dunes and stable dunes. 

(e) The coastal lakes, comprising the southern end of Lake Preston 
and the adjacent Lake Josephine. 

(d) The sand zone, with coastal forest of marri (Eucalyptus calo- 
pliylla), tuart (Eucalyptus gomphocepliala) and peppermint (Agonis flex- 
uosa). Much of it is cleared or part-cleared for grazing or for pine plan- 
tations. There are some shallow swamps most of which have been drained 
and none of which affords adequate refuge for waterfowl. 

(e) The clay zone, commencing six miles west of Harvey, where only 
remnants of the original vegetation—probably marri forest—remain. This 
zone has been developed as irrigated pasture land. The town of Harvey 
is situated to the cast of this zone. 

(f) The Darling Range. Much of this is State Forest—mainly marri 
and jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata). Jarrah die-back, caused by the fungus, 
Phytoplithora cinnamomi, has taken some toll of the jarrah in this area 
and some of the worst affeeted parts have been eleared and planted ex- 
perimentally with other cucalypts of several species. 

(g) The Harvey River valley. The river valley transects area (f) and, 
in a sense, is part of it. Waters of the river have been impounded in the 
Stirling Dam and in the Harvey Dam. There has been some pastoral 
development in the river valley and there are extensive pine plantations. 


PERIOD OF OBSERVANCE 


The writer has resided in Harvey since August 1962. A few obser- 
vations were made prior to that time during casual visits. No special 
attempt has been made to give the study area even coverage. 


SPECIES CENSUS IN TOWN AREA 


During 1970 and 1971 a record of species present in the vicinity of 
the writer’s residenee during a suceession of fortnightly periods was main- 
tained. In 1972 this survey was extended to the whole of the built-up por- 
tion of the town area. This record has provided an index to movements 
within the area. 


SPECIES LIST 


Emu, Dromaius novaehollandiae—Traeks were noted at the southern 
end of Lake Preston in April 1963. 


Giant Petrel, Macronectes giganteus—Following upon rough weather, 
a Giant Petrel was found in Mrs. D. Hall’s farm-house garden five miles 
N.W. of Harvey in June 1964. Apparently the bird was released at Myal- 
up Beach but reappeared close to the spot where it was found originally, 
but was later found dead in the vicinity. This was a banded bird—No. 
52868845— Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D.C. My main sourees 
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of information were notes published in the “Harvey-Murray Times” of 
June 26, and July 3, 1964. The bird was probably found e. June 2] at 
the end of an extended gale. It had been banded on February 13, 1964 
at Bird Island, South Georgia (lat. 54° 00° S., long. 38° 00’ W.) as a young 
bird before it was able to fly. Both speeies of Giant Petrels (M. giganteus 
and M. kalli) are now known to breed on Bird Island, but in view of the 
age of the bird it was more likely to have been the later breeding M. gig- 
anteus. 

Dove-Prion, Pachyptila desolata—On June 10, 1964 a dead Dove 
Prion found about two miles from Harvey, was brought in. It was quite 
fresh and superficially in exeellent eondition. This was a season of pro- 
longed gales—sec preeeding note. 

Wedge-tailed Shearwater, Puffinus pacificus—A few shearwaters, ap- 
parently of this speeies, were flying just beyond the line of surf at Myalup 
Beaeh on Deeember 27, 1965. One bird was noted off Binninup Beach on 
Deeember 28, 1957. 

Little Grebe, Podiceps novaelollandiae—Noted near Harvey on a 
small pool adjaeent to the Harvey River Diversion. Two birds seen on 
November 15, 1964 had a nest, and two birds noted on Deeember 20, 
1970 were aceompanied by at least one young ehiek. 

Australian Peliean, Pelecanus conspictllatus—A floek of, probably, 
nine birds was noted eireling over Harvey on June 30, 1964. 

Australian Gannet, Morus serrator—At Binninup on June 15, 1968 a 
flock of from 20 to 30 birds was seen briefly before they disappeared 
into a rain squall. A beaeh-washed juvenile bird was reported to me. 

Blaek Cormorant, Phalacrocorax carbo—Two birds in flight noted at 
Harvey Dam on Oetober 31, 1959, and one, perehed on a log with a 
Darter and a Little Pied Cormorant, on October 2, 1966. Three were 
noted at Binninup Beaeh with a Pied Cormorant on September 15, 1966. 

Little Blaek Cormorant, P. sulcirostris—Observed near Harvey at a 
small swamp adjaeent to the Harvey River Diversion. 

Pied Cormorant, P., varius—One noted at Binninup beaeh with three 
Blaek Cormorants, on September 15, 1966. 

Little Pied Cormorant, P. melanoleucos—Usually present at Harvey 
Dam, and oeeurs along the Harvey River Diversion. Noted in a small 
swamp three miles east of the Old Coast Road. 

Australian Darter, Anhinga rufa—One or two birds seen from time 
to time at the Harvey Dam. Three birds—first one and then two, were 
seen on Deeember 2, 1965 and three birds together on April 17, 1966. 

White Egret, Egretta alba—Drainage in the study area has left little 
suitable habitat, but birds are seen oeeasionally on the elay zone. 

White-faeed Heron, Ardea novaeltollandiae—These birds are frequent, 
particularly on the elay zone and, at times, by the Harvey Dam. (Sce 
Sedgwiek, W. Aust. Nat.,.11, 1971: 191, for note on loeal movements.) 

White-neeked Heron, A. pacifica—Single bird noted in April 1965. 
On August 27, 1957, while passing through the Harvey Area, 1 saw two 
birds singly. This was a year of_invasion. 

Nankcen Night Heron, Nycticorax caledonicus—Bird seen by a pool 
adjacent to the Harvey River and South-West Highway. 

Brown Bittern, Botaurus poiciloptilus—One bird in Deeember 1957 
gem among Typha and, later, in flight, at a lagoon to the cast of Lake 

reston. 

Straw-neeked Ibis, Threskornis spinicollis—Floeks of up to 200 birds 
may be seen in flight over the elay zone or feeding in irrigated paddoeks. 

Blaek Swan, Cygnus atratus—Noeturnal flights over Harvey township 
are not uncommon. At times birds appear on Harvey Dam. Twenty-seven, 
seen on April 5, 1970, was an unusually large number. Small numbers 
oeeur on Lake Josephine, and, on Lake Preston up to 30 birds have been 
noted on the Southern end. 

Chestnut-breasted Shelduek, Tadorna tadornoides—Small floeks have 
been observed on Lake Preston and on the Harvey Dam. 

Black Duek, Anas superciliosa—These birds are fairly frequent 
throughout the area. Up to 100 birds have been seen on Harvey Dam and 
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on Lake Preston and smaller numbers on Lake Josephine. Small parties 
occur along the Harvcy River Diversion and along the Harvey River, and 
birds may be seen in floodcd paddocks. 

Grey Teal, A gibberifrons—A few birds are usually present on Har- 
vey Dam, and othcrs have been seen on Lake Preston and in a swamp 
near Harvey adjacent to the Harvey River Diversion. 

Blue-winged Shoveler, A. rliynchotis—Three birds in flight over the 
townsite on Scptember 22, 1965 appcared to be of this species. 

White-eyed Duck, Aytlrya australis—Seven birds noted on Harvey 
Dam on March 19, 1972. 

Maned Goose, Chenonetta jubata—Birds secn fairly frequently by 
Harvey Dam, where up to 25 have been noted at one time. 

Musk Duck, Biziura lobata—A few birds may usually be sccn on the 
Harvey Dam and others have been noted on Lake Josephine and Lake 
Preston. East of the main study area, birds have bccn seen on pools 
along the Harvey River. 

Black-shouldered Kite, Elanus notatus—Single birds and pairs are 
secn from time to time over the clay zone. A pair could often be seen 
over a paddock to the south-east of the town from April 1966 until July 
1970, but may have been absent in the summers. Birds have been seen 
most frequently in the April-August period with least frequent sightings 
in February-March and September-Oetober. 

Whistling Eagle, Haliastur sphenurus—Noted over Harvey Dam, Lake 
Josephine, Lake Preston and Myalup Beach. 

Australian Goshawk, Accipiter fasciatis—Recorded twice satisfactor- 
ily in the field, onee in the town and once over the pine plantation adja- 
cent to the Harvey Dam. A bird which had been shot, allegcdly while 
attacking poultry, proved to be a sub-adult hen. 

Little Eagle, Hieraaetus morphnoides—Noted occasionally over the 
elay zone. 

Wedge-tailed Eagle, Aguila audax—Single birds noted on several oc- 
casions soaring over the town or over the Darling Scarp and once near 
the Myalup Pine Plantation. 

Swamp Harrier, Circus approximans—Noted over a coastal lagoon 
and over Lake Josephine. 

Little Falcon, Falco longipennis—Birds secn oecasionally over the 
townsite. A bird seen briefly in jarrah forest was probably of this species. 

Brown Hawk, F. berigora—Notcd oecasionally over the clay zone. 

Nankeen Kestrel, F. cenchroides—Encountercd fairly frequently over 
the coastal plain. Most records fall into the autumn-spring period. 

Stubble Quail, Coturnix pectoralis—tThis is the only quail satisfactor- 
ily identified. Quail flushed from a moist depression between Lake Preston 
and the coast could have been Brown Quail, Synoicus ypsilophorus. Calls 
of Stubble Quail may be heard from time to time from the paddock op- 
posite to the writcr’s home. Records of calls fall into the mid-September 
to mid-March pcriod. 

Banded Landrail, Rallus philippensis—A dead bird found on February 
18, 1971 just outside of the town, was brought to me by Mr. A. Price. 
He thought that the bird might have been killed by striking an overhead 
wire. A second dead bird was brought to me on November 1, 1972; it 
had been badly mutilated by mowing machinery. 

Spotless Crake, Porzana tabuensis—Three dead birds have been 
brought to me. One was thought to have been killed by striking an over- 
head wire. Another was killed by a cat. Mr. S. Mitting, who brought in 
this last bird, had becn familiar with these crakes, a pair of which had 
nested ncar his haystack, but had not been able to identify them pre- 
viously. 

De Moorhen, Gallinula tenebrosa—One seen on a small swamp 
just to the south of Harvey. 

Swamphen, Porphyrio porphyrio—These birds appear to be fairly fre- 
quent among Typha and Juncus at Lake Josephine. I have reliable reports 
of birds at a pool adjacent to the South-West Highway and the Harvey 
River, and from a farm near Wokalup. 
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Coot, Fulica atra—Birds may be scen on Harvcy Dam and at times, 
e.g. April 1970, concentrations of several hundred occur. Birds may usu- 
ally be seen at the pool adjacent to the South West Highway and just 
south of the Harvey River. 

Banded Plover, Zouifer tricolor—This is not a widespread species but 
I observe birds from time to time in the vicinity of the Harvey townsite. 

Grey Plover, Pluvialis squatarola—Two birds flying off-shore at Bin- 
ninup Beach on December 28, 1959 were almost certainly of the species. 

Red-capped Dotterel, Charadrius ruficapillus—Birds have been noted 
at Lake Preston in small numbers and at both Myalup and Binninup 
Beaches. 

Black-fronted Dotterel, Charadrius twelanops—Noted, usually in pairs, 
at Harvey Dam and, once, at Lake Preston. 

Common Sandpiper, Tringa hypoleucos—Single birds observed on two 
occasions—October 6, 1963 and March 24, 1968—by Harvey Dam. 

Greenshank, T. nebularia—A call of this species was hcard at Harvey 
Dam on April 30, 1967, but I failed to locate the bird. A small flock was 
present at the southern end of Lake Preston on January 30, 1972. 

Little Stint, Erolia ruficollis—Present at Lake Preston in flocks of, 
say, 20 to 30 on April 9, 1972—mainly on an exposed sand bar which 
was cutting off the cntire southern end of the Lake. 

White-hcaded Stilt, Himautopus himantopus—Flocks may be seen at 
the southern end of Lake Preston and one bird was observed at Lake 
Josephine. 

Red-necked Avocet, Recurvirostra  novaeltiollandiae—On April 18, 
1964, 40 birds were associated with 20 White-headed Stilt at the southern 
end of Lake Preston. A few birds were present on April 9 and 23, 1972. 

Silver Gull, Larus novaeliollandiae—A few birds may be scen at Bin- 
ninup Beach and at Myalup Beach, but they are not frequent. 

Crested Tern, Sterna bergii—Observed in small numbers at both Bin- 
ninup and Myalup beaches. In January 1970, a fully fledged juvenile bird, 
active, but unable to fly, was found in a drain on the outskirts of Harvey 
and brought to me. The finders obtained fish for the bird and released it 
the following day at Mandurah. It was reported to have flown off. 

Spotted Turtledove, Streptopelia chineusis—This species was recorded 
at the Harvey Agricultural High School farm by S. R. White in 1956, 
but I saw none until December 3, 1970, when a bird appeared at an 
ornamental pond in the Primary School grounds and drank. The bird 
was viewed from a distance of 7m in a good light. 

Sencgal Turtledove, S. senegalensis—These birds have been observed 
only in the town. I have no evidence of more than five being present at 
any one time. Usually they are seen singly or in twos, and several weeks 
may pass without any being scen. 

Common Bronzewing, Pliaps clialcoptera—Reeorded near Harvey and 
on the Old Coast Road near Myalup. 

Purple-crowned Lorikcet, Glossopsitta porphyrocephala—Flocks ap- 
pear from time to time and have been recorded in all months except May 
and June. Recorded appearanecs have been more frequent in summer 
and seem in some cases to be associated with the flowering of cucalypts 
e.g. Lemon-secented Gum Eucalyptus citriodora. 

Rainbow Lorikeet, Trichoglossus haematodus—At least two birds were 
present on the townsite from January 12, 1964 until mid-March, 1964 or 
later. Cage escapees? 

White-tailed Black Cockatoo, Calyptorhynchus baudini—These birds 
are frequently encountered in the forests of the Darling Range. Less fre- 
quently the birds appear about the town and on the plain. Here, as else- 
where, the birds harvest seeds from stands and plantations of pine. Near 
the town, birds are probably most frequently observed in the April-May 
and September-November periods. 

Western Rosella, Platycercus icterotis—Noted by Lake Preston and on 
the Harvey townsite and, more frequently, in the Darling Range. 

Red-capped Parrot, Purpureicephalus spurius—Frequent and widely 
distributed, this is almost undoubtedly the most common parrot in the 
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distriet. Birds have been seen about the town in all months of the year, 
but numbers appear to fluetuate and at times these birds may be searee 
or entirely absent. 

Port Lineoln Parrot, Barnardius zonarins—This parrot is also widely 
distributed and is the only parrot to rival the Red-eapped Parrot for fre- 
queney. Birds have been noted about the town in all months exeept Oet- 
ober and November and they are, perhaps, most frequent in the Mareh- 
September period, but as with the Red-eapped Parrot, one gains an im- 
pression of fluetuation in what is probably a nomadic population. 

Elegant Parrot, Neophema elegans—Oceasionally eneountered singly 
or in small parties on the eoastal plain. Larger flocks have been eneount- 
ered outside of the study area. Reeords are too few to reveal a pattern of 
oeeurenee but it would seem that the birds may be seen at any time dur- 
ing the year. 

Pallid Cuekoo, Cuculus pallidas—Birds usually appear in July and 
usually depart in December. The number present seems to fluctuate from 
year to year e.g. 1968 and 1969 appear to have been ‘good’ years: 1963 
and 1970 ‘poor’ years. 

Fan-tailed Cuekoo, Cacomantis pyrrhophanus—Fairly widely distrib- 
uted but not very frequent. Reeords relate to the April-October period. 

Golden Bronze Cuckoo, Chrysococcyx Incidis—Birds have been re- 
eorded from August until January. September and October are the months 
for which most reeords have been made. 

Boobook Owl, Ninox novaeseelandiae—Observed one bird in forest to 
the east of Lake Preston on Deeember 8, 1959. In the jarrah forest of the 
Darling Range two birds were flushed from the ground on May 9, 1972. 
About the Harvey townsite birds have been observed on several occasions. 
One was seen on February 17, 1963. On Deeember 9, 1966 a bird was 
mobbed by Butcher-birds, Magpies, Wattle-birds and Magpie-Larks, the 
mobbing continuing intermittently all day. Between June 27 and July 
5, 1968 brushes took place between a resident elan of Magpies and a Boo- 
book Owl on at least four oeeasions. The eause of the trouble was, ap- 
parently, that both Magpies and Owl favoured the same Tristania tree for 
roosting—a Box-Cox seheme that failed to work smoothly. Calls were 
heard on November 9, 1966 (at 2130 hrs.), October 29, 1967 and Novem- 
ber 28, 1971 (2105 hrs.). 

Barn Owl, Tyto alba—Encountered a number of times on the town- 
site and three dead birds have been brought to me. Two of these were 
torwarded to the Western Australian Museum. 

Masked Owl, Tyro novaelhollandiae—Three dead birds have been 
brought to me—on April 21, 1967, May 28, 1969 and on April 16, 1971 
—all autumn records, but this may not be signifieant. All three birds 
were apparently victims of traffie—the first two were found on roads and 
the third flew through the door into a eoaeh of a south-bound diesel rail 
ear as it approached Harvey. All three were forwarded to the Western 
Australian Museum. I have not identified the bird in the field. 

Owlet Nightjar, Aegotheles cristatus—In 1963 1 used to oceasionally 
hear these birds near my house, but I have no more recent records, per- 
haps because the roadside vegetation—mature marri with undergrowth— 
was destroyed in late 1965. 

Fork-tailed Swift, Apus pacificns—Present over Harvey on January 6 
and 7, 1970, at e. 0930 hrs. In each ease the birds were hawking, but on 
the sixth they could have also been drifting south. The birds seen on the 
seventh remained for 15 to 20 minutes. There were e. 20 of them initially. 
Almost immediately upon their departure another e. 20 birds appeared. On 
January 24, 1973, at e. 1000 hrs. a thunderstorm was threatening from 
the south-west. Many Tree Martins were drifting towards the storm centre. 
I suspeeted that these were accompanied by a few swifts but views were 
distant and fleeting. Eventually 1 obtained a elear view of a Fork-tailed 
Swift. 

Kookaburra, Dacelo glgas—These birds are widespread and fairly 
frequent in all types of timbered habitat. 

Saered Kingfisher, Halcyon sancta—My earliest reeorded seasonal ap- 
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pearance is September 22, 1963 and the latest November 15, 1967. There 
is onc other September record, September 29, 1968. My other seven rec- 
ords are all for October dates. A bird seen at Lake Josephine on May 
26, 1966 was cvidently wintering here, as was a bird reliably reported as 
stunned by flying into a window on or about April 30, 1971. Departure 
is normally in February. These birds are widely-distributed in all types 
of habitat. 

Rainbow-bird, Merops ornattus—Over ten years, seasonal appearances 
have all fallen into the period October 2 to 17, both inclusive. Departure 
appears to be about mid-March. These birds are widely distributed with 
a preference, perhaps, for the vicinity of fresh water. 

Welcome Swallow, Hirundo neoxena—These birds may be encounter- 
ed over beaches, coastal lakes, swamps, the townsites of Harvey and of 
Wokalup and, indeed, the coastal plain generally. Thcy are usually pres- 
ent in the vicinity of the Harvey Dam. The birds avail themselves of 
suitable nesting sites in town buildings. 

Tree Martin, Petrochelidon nigricans—Martins may be cncountered 
almost anywhere in the district, perhaps showing some prefercnce for the 
vieinity of water c.g. Harvey Dam and Lake Preston. 

Australian Pipit, Antius novae-seelandiae—On beaches, these birds 
may be seen about high water mark and cven down to the water’s edge. 
They may be observed in the pasture lands of the eoastal plain, but spar- 
ingly. Birds have been seen by Lake Preston and on part-clearcd land ad- 
jacent to the Myalup Pine Plantation. 

Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike, Coracina novae-hollandiae—The specics 
census maintained in the town shows that birds may be seen throughout 
the year. It appears probable that numbers fluctuate, as in November and 
December flocks of up to twenty birds form, whereas at other times only 
a few birds are present. Flocks of at least eleven were noted in July 1972, 
but this appears unusual. This is a widely distributed specics. 

White-winged Triller, Lalage sueurii—Birds have appcarcd by Herbert 
Road, to the south of Harvey townsite, for four succcssive years being 
first noted on November 30, 1969, November 1, 1970, November 7, 1971 
and December 17, 1972 respectively. In 1969 only, a seeond party was 
present comprising at least onc cock and two hens, the latter appeared to 
be feeding young with cicadas. Fceding of young was confirmed on Janu- 
ary 4, 1970 when a hen was secn feeding a young bird, fully grown, but 
with striated underparts. One item of prey was a grasshopper with yellow 
underwing. The male was not observed to take any part in the feeding. 
Records have been confined to the two localities separated by about one- 
half mile. 

Little Grass-bird, Megalurus gramineus—Present at Lake Josephine. 
where Juncus abounds. 

Rufous Songlark, Cinclorhamphus mathewsi—On November 25, 1965 
a songlark was calling just to the south of Harvey—at one time perched 
on a telephone line. It proved impossible to make a close enough ap- 
proach to confirm identity. 

Splendid Wren, Malurus splendens—These occur throughout the dis- 
trict where suitably dense cover is available. 

Red-winged Wren, Malurus elegans—On August 8, 1957 a dead bird, 
said to have been found in a road near Harvey, was brought to me at 
Collie. Unfortunately enquiries as to the exact locality broke down. The 
road may have been one of the minor roads traversing the Darling Range 
from Harvcy to Collic. I have encountercd this specics in creck-side vege- 
tation at Loguc Brook, near the head of the Dam and slightly doubtfully 
in a similar Bullich Eucalyptus inegacarpa area near Tallanulla. It pro- 
bably occurs in suitable habitat within the study area. 

Western Warbler, Gerygone fusca—These birds are fairly frequent 
and widely distributed throughout the district. Reeords kept in the town 
suggest that there is a period of scarcity, though not complete absence, 
from late July until late September. 

Broad-tailed Thornbill, Acanthiza apicalis—This is another widely- 
distributed species fairly frequent where dense native vegetation occurs. 
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Its appearances in the townsite are sporadic but have occurred at all 
times of the year. 

Western Thornbill, A. inornata—Recorded in jarrah forest just north 
of Harvey Dam and in jarrah and marri forest in the sand zone. 

Yellow-tailed Thornbill, A. chrysorrhoa—tThis is not a frequcnt and 
widely distributed species, but 1 have observed it by Lake Preston and in 
a few other places on the coastal plain, in the vicinity of the Harvcy Dam, 
parre it appcars to be resident; and in the jarrah forcst of the Darling 

ange. 

Spotted Scrub-Wren, Sericornis macnlatns—Present in thec coastal 
dunes and in pockcts of dense vegetation adjacent to the Stirling Dam, 
the Harvey Dam and the Harvcy River. 

Scarlet Robin, Petroica multicolor—Encountered frequently in the 
Darling Range and in timbcred areas in the sand zonc but only once in 
the clay zone—a single hen in the garden of the Primary School in July, 
1972. 

Western Ycllow Robin, Eopsaltria griseogularis—Wcll distributed in 
the Darling Range and occurring in timbered areas on the coastal plain, 
e.g. in remnants of native vegctation adjacent to the Myalup Pine Plan- 
tation, 

White-brcasted Robin, E. georgiana—Occurs in the denser vegetation 
bordering strcams and swamps in the Darling Range, e.g. by the Stirling 
Dam, the Harvey Dam and along the Harvey River. 

Grey Fantail, Rhipidnra fnliginosa—Widcly distributed in a diverse 
range of habitat. Somc movement may occur. I have scen autumn flocks, 
c.g. on March 31, 1968 when I encountcred a flock just bclow the wall 
of the Harvey Dam. Several times | had five birds in vicw at once and 
l cstimated at Icast ten to be prescnt. However birds have been recorded 
throughout the year in the garden of my home during 1970, 1971 and 
1972. Prior to that time they did not appear to be resident but were 
noted each April from 1963 onward. 

Willy Wagtail, Rhipidura lencophrys—Fairly widely distributed, but 
mainly about homesteads and arcas of human activity and by the coastal 
lakes. Birds under observation in the townsite appcar to maintain territory 
throughout the year. 

Restless Flycatcher, Seisura inguieta—Not as yet definitely recorded 
within the study areas but notcd near Logue Brook Dam. 

Golden Whistler, Pachycephala pectoralis—Prescnt in the Darling 
Ranges and by Lake Josephine. I have a rcliable report for Harvey town- 
site—of a bird attacking its reflection in a window, but generally this 
species avoids the clay zone. 

Rufous Whistler, P. rufiventris—Fairly frequcnt throughout the year 
on the Harvey townsite, on the coastal plain gencrally and in the Darling 

ange. 

Western Shrike-Thrush, Colluricincla rnfiventris—Occurs in the Darl- 
ing Range, by Lake Preston and Lake Joscphine and in timbercd arcas on 
the coastal plain generally, but not in Harvey township. 

Black-capped Sittella, Neositta pileata—Recorded by the Harvey River 
six miles east of Harvey and in jarrah and marri forest just to the north 
of Harvey Dam. 

Rufous Tree-crecper, Climacteris rufa—Distributed sporadically in 
the Darling Range. 

Mistletoe-bird, Dicaewm hirundinaceum—tThis species was reliably rc- 
corded in Harvey before 1962, but it was not until July 1968 that I saw 
one. Since then I have recorded the species nine times—once on the 
strength of a report. It seems possible that these birds visit the district, 
perhaps as spring and autumn visitors. Onc record relates to the coastal 
dunc arca, and the others to the Harvcy townsite. 

Spotted Pardalote, Pardalotns punctatius—Rccorded on the Harvey 
townsitc, among the stable duncs to the west of Lake Preston and in the 
Darling Range, usually along water courses. All but one rccord—in Sep- 
tember—refer to the March-July period. 

Red-tipped Pardalote, P. substriatiis—This specics occurs widely from 
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the coastal lakes to the Darling Range and is, at times, frequent. A care- 
ful record kept on the townsite over three years—1970/72—has shown 
that birds are not always present. Individuals have been recorded in all 
months exeept July. March to May and September to Deeember seem to 
be the periods during which the species is consistently present. I have re- 
viewed the movements of the species generally in W. Aust. Nat., 12, 1971: 
1-4, 

Silvereye, Zosterops gouldi—These birds oceur widely throughout 
the district and could well be the most frequent bird in the area. It is one 
of the most consistently encountered species on the Harvey townsite. How- 
ever, I gain the impression that numbers fluetuate being least at the be- 
ginning of the breeding season and greatest at the end of the breeding 
season. 

Brown Honeyeater, Lichmera indistincta—Recorded mainly on the 
townsite and along the Harvey River. At my residence they are present 
2lmost throughout the year, with a tendeney to be searee or even absent 
from mid-Deeember to February and absent in February. They are most 
conspicuous when the Coral Tree (Erythrina indica) are in blossom, but 
they visit the flowers of Hibiscus, Fuchsia and other garden plants. Al- 
though apparently resident or near-resident in the area, it seems probable 
that they are following food supplies. 

Singing Honeyeater, Meliphaga virescens—Only among the coastal 
sand dunes are these birds frequent. 1 have located individuals in only 
three places in the elay zone and not at all in the Darling Range. From 
1966 until 1970 I was able to locate birds among Melaleuca and Eucalyp- 
tus rudis bordering a series of pools just to the south of the town. My 
other two elay zone records appear to have been of vagrant individuals. 
___Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, M. ornata—Probably present in the town- 
site in February 1970, but views obtained were not entirely satisfactory 
and confirmation is desirable. 

White-naped Honeyeater, Melithreptus lunatus—Noted in June 1968 
in trees along the Harvey River to the east of Harvey Dam. 

Western Spinebill, Acanthorhynchus superciliosus—Birds occur spar- 
ingly on the coastal plain where they are apparently nomadic. Records 
suggest that they visit the town area during March to August, both inclus- 
ive. They are more frequent in the jarrah forest of the Darling Range. 

New Holland Honeyeater, Phylidonyris novaecltolandiae—Noted by 
Lake Preston, on the townsite, in low-lying areas elsewhere on the eoastal 
plain and by the Harvey Dam, but sparingly. f 

Red Wattle-bird, Anthochaera carunculata—Widely distributed and 
frequent. Birds are present on the townsite throughout the year and give 
the appearance of being resident. Flowering coral trees prove very attrac- 
tive to these birds. ' 

Red-eared Firetail, Zonacginthus oculatus—Reeorded only once in 
heavy vegetation by the Harvey River to the east of the Harvey Dam. 

Magpie-Lark, GraHina cyanoleuca—Widely distributed on the coastal 
plain, especially in the irrigated arcas and also in the Range by the Har- 
vey Dam and along the Harvey River. 

Black-faced Wood-Swallow, Artamus cinereus—Noted over coastal 
dunes near Lake Preston and sparingly in the elay zone near Harvey. 

Dusky Wood-Swallow, A. cyanopterus—Noted over coastal dunes 
near Lake Preston on June 3, 1963 and in the Darling Range, near the 
Harvey River, on June 23, 1968 and July 22, 1972. In cach ease the white 
on the leading edge of the wing was noted. aji 

Grey Currawong, Strepera versicolor—Widely distributed through the 
jarrah forest of the Darling Range. p ae. 

Grey Buteher-bird. Cracticus torquatus—Frequent and widely distrib- 
uted, particularly on the coastal plain. x 

Western Magpie, Gymnorhina dorsalis—Parties oecur through a wide 
range of habitat, the extensive pastures of the district being a favoured 
habitat. Breeding takes place between late September and mid-January. 
However, the flock which holds the territory which includes my home 
has not bred since 1969. 
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Raven, Corvus coronoides—Very widely distributed oeeurring in ail 
habitats. This is one of the few speeies whieh oeeurs in the denser pine 
plantations, See note W. Aust. Nat., 8, 1961: 29 for reeord of Raven feed- 
ing on oranges. 

Little Crow, C. bennetti—Sce note in W. Aust. Nat., 11, 1969: 100 
regarding the occurrenee of this speeies at Harvey. The Little Crow would 
appear to be a summer visitor to the clay zone. Mr. L. Knight, a farmer 
in this arca, though unfamiliar with the literature on Corvus, has long 
reeognised a large and a small speeies with differing habits. He considers 
that the Raven and not this speeies to be the one whieh attacks oranges. 


COMPARABLE MATERIAL 


The foregoing notes follow a similar plan to that employed in Dr. 
D. L. Serventy'’s “Birds of the Swan River Distriet, Western Australia”, 
Emu, 47, 1948: 241-286. 

E. Sedgwiek’s “Birds of the Rockingham Distriet”, Emu, 40, 1940: 
129-152; 237-245, also follows the same general approaeh, but the emph- 
asis is somewhat different as the author was living and working in the 
limestone zone whereas this present article probably has a elay zone bias. 

Dr. D. L. Serventy’s “Glimpse of the Bird Life between Mandurah 
and Bunbury, W.A.”, Emu 30, 1930: 33-38, on the other hand treats of 
the limestone area. 

The writer is preparing some notes on the avi-fauna of Benger 
swamp, situated three miles to the south of the study area. These will list 
a number of speeies not reeorded here but whieh probably oeeur at least 
oeeasionally on the limited suitable habitat within the area treated in this 
paper. 


TWO ABORIGINAL CHARMS INCORPORATING FOSSIL GIANT 
MARSUPIAL TEETH 


By KIM AKERMAN B.Se., Researeh Offieer (Anthropology) 
Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority 


SUMMARY 


Described are two charms from the West Kimberley District of Western Australia. Both 
incorporate fossil marsupial teeth In their makeup. The first, a mounted tooth of 
Zygomaturus trilobus was used for projection magic, the second, a small wallet contain- 
ing four teeth of Sthenurus brownei was used in wallaby increase ceremonies and for 
unting magic These charms were collected at different dates and from different 
individuals. 


INTRODUCTION 


Early in 1971 my attention was direeted to a paper (Playford & Lowry 
1966: 107) in which it was mentioned that Diprotodon fossils had been 
found in Windjana Gorge in the West Kimberleys. Having colleeted in 
the West Kimberley District, particularly in the South-West, my interest 
was aroused. During a period between 1966-67 | had the opportunity to 
acquire a numbcr of charms used for varying forms of magie. One of 
these charms was a large tooth (that I presumed to be eamel, for want of 
better knowledge) mounted in gum and suspended from a rather frayed 
19,00in. length of hair string. 

This specimen I duly submitted to Mr. Miehacl Areher, a Fullbright 
scholar researching for a Ph.D. in marsupial palaeontology, and who is 
being supervised by Dr. W. D. L. Ride, Direetor of the Western Australian 
Muscum. Areher’s response to say the Icast was enthusiastie. On the spot 
identifieation showed the tooth to belong to an individual of the genus 
Zygomaturus. On Archer’s insistence the specimen along with others in 
my eolleetion, was presented to Dr. Dunean Merrilees, Curator of 
Palaeontology, W.A. Muscum, for identifieation and a brief report. 

Most of the other eharms were kangaroo teeth, quartz erystals, Belem- 
nites (used in projeetion magic), one wooden “love magie” propeller — 
“nundididjara” — eolleeted with the Zygomaturus tooth, and a small emu 
feather wallet containing teeth. 
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